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Idaho Statutes 

50-1902 - FINDING AND DECLARATION OF NECESSITY It is hereby declared:
(a) That there exist in this state insanitary or unsafe dwelling
accommodations and that persons of low income are forced to reside in such
insanitary or unsafe accommodations; that within the state there is a shortage
of safe or sanitary dwelling accommodations available at rents which persons
of low income can afford and that such persons are forced to occupy
overcrowded and congested dwelling accommodations; that the aforesaid
conditions cause an increase in and spread of disease and crime, and
constitute a menace to the health, safety, morals and welfare of the residents
of the state and impair economic values; that these conditions necessitate
excessive and disproportionate expenditures of public funds for crime
prevention and punishment, public health and safety, fire and accident
protection, and other public services and facilities;
(b) That these areas in the state cannot be cleared, nor can the shortage
of safe and sanitary dwellings for persons of low income be relieved through
the operation of private enterprise, and that the construction of housing
projects for persons of low income (as herein defined) would therefore not be
competitive with private enterprise;
(c) That the clearance, replanning and reconstruction of the areas in
which insanitary or unsafe housing conditions exist and the providing of safe
and sanitary dwelling accommodations for persons of low income are public uses
and purposes for which public money may be spent and private property acquired
and are governmental functions.

50-1903 - DEFINITIONS The following terms, wherever used or referred to
in this chapter, shall have the following respective meanings, unless a
different meaning clearly appears from the context:
(a) "Authority" or "housing authority" shall mean any of the public
corporations created by section 50-1905, Idaho Code.
(b) "Housing project" shall mean any work or undertaking: (1) to
demolish, clear or remove buildings from any slum area; such work or
undertaking may embrace the adoption of such area to public purposes,
including parks or other recreational or community purposes; or (2) to provide
decent, safe and sanitary urban or rural dwellings, apartments or other living
accommodations for persons of low income; such work or undertaking may include
buildings, land, equipment, facilities and other real or personal property for
necessary, convenient or desirable appurtenances, streets, sewers, water
service, parks, site preparation, gardening, administrative, community,
health, recreational, welfare or other purposes; or (3) to accomplish a
combination of the foregoing. The term "housing project" also may be applied
to the planning of the buildings and improvements, the acquisition of
property, the demolition of existing structures, the construction,
reconstruction, alteration and repair of the improvements and all other work
in connection therewith; to buildings, and the land, equipment, facilities and
other real or personal property, which do not contain dwelling units or other
living accommodations for persons of low income when such buildings are
utilized for administrative, community, health, recreational, welfare or other
purposes by or for low-income persons or senior citizens, and redevelopment
projects carried out by an authority at the request of local government when
such projects include dwelling units which are sold or rented to persons of
low income.
(c) "Governing body" shall mean the city council, board of commissioners,
board of trustees or other body having charge of the fiscal affairs of the
state public body.
(d) "Federal government" shall include the United States of America, the
United States department of housing and urban development, or any other agency
or instrumentality, corporate or otherwise, of the United States of America.
(e) "City" shall mean any city in the state of Idaho, including each city
having a special charter. "The city" shall include those having a special
charter and shall mean the particular city for which a particular housing
authority is created.
(f) "Clerk" shall mean the clerk of the city or the officer charged with
the duties customarily imposed on such clerk.
(g) "Area of operation" shall include the city and the area within five
(5) miles of the territorial boundaries thereof; provided, however, that the
area of operation of a housing authority of any city shall not include any
area which lies within the territorial boundaries of some other city as herein
defined. Provided however, that a county housing authority may continue to own
and operate any housing project for which it has become financially obligated
which is located in a city that subsequently creates a housing authority or in
an area annexed by a city that has or subsequently creates a housing
authority.
(h) "Slum" shall mean any area where dwellings predominate which, by
reason of dilapidation, overcrowding, lack of ventilation, light or sanitary
facilities or any combination of these factors, are detrimental to safety,
health or morals.
(i) "Person of low income" shall mean persons or families who lack the
amount of income which is necessary, as determined by the authority
undertaking the housing project, to enable them, without financial assistance,
to live in decent, safe and sanitary dwellings without overcrowding.
(j) "Bonds" shall mean any bonds, notes, interim certificates, debentures
or other obligations issued by an authority pursuant to this chapter.
(k) "Real property" shall include all lands, including improvements and
fixtures thereon, and property of any nature, appurtenant thereto, or used in
connection therewith, and every estate, interest and right, legal or
equitable, therein, including terms for years and liens by way of judgment,
mortgage or otherwise and the indebtedness secured by such liens.
(l) "Obligee of the authority" or "obligee" shall include any bondholder,
trustee or trustees for any bondholders, or lessors demising, to the
authority, property used in connection with a housing project, or any assignee
or assignees of such lessor's interest or any part thereof, and the federal
government when it is a party to any contract with the authority.

50-1904 - POWERS OF AUTHORITY A housing authority shall constitute an
independent public body corporate and politic, exercising public and essential
governmental functions, and having all the powers necessary or convenient to
carry out and effectuate the purposes and provisions of this act, including
the following powers in addition to others herein granted:
(a) To sue and to be sued; to have a seal and to alter the same at
pleasure; to have perpetual succession; to make and execute contracts and
other instruments necessary or convenient to the exercise of the powers of the
authority, including the power to contract with other housing authorities for
services; and to make and from time to time amend and repeal bylaws, rules and
regulations, not inconsistent with this act, to carry into effect the powers
and purposes of the authority.
(b) Within the area of operation: to prepare, carry out, acquire, lease
and operate housing projects; to provide for the construction, reconstruction,
improvement, alteration or repair of any housing project or any part thereof.
(c) To arrange or contract for the furnishing by any person or agency,
public or private, of services, privileges, works or facilities for, or in
connection with, a housing project or the occupants thereof; and,
notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this act or in any other
provision of law, to include in any contract let in connection with a project,
stipulations requiring that the contractor and any subcontractors comply with
requirements as to minimum wages and maximum hours of labor, and comply with
any conditions which the federal government may have attached to its financial
aid of the project.
(d) To lease or rent any dwellings, houses, accommodations, lands,
buildings, structures or facilities embraced in any housing project and,
subject to the limitations contained in this act, to establish and revise the
rents or charges therefor; to own, hold and improve real or personal property;
to purchase, lease, obtain options upon, acquire by gift, grant, bequest,
devise or otherwise, any real or personal property or any interest therein; to
acquire, by the exercise of the power of eminent domain, any real property; to
sell, lease, exchange, transfer, assign, pledge or dispose of any real or
personal property or any interest therein; to insure or provide for the
insurance of any real or personal property or operation of the authority
against any risks or hazards; to procure or agree to the procurement of
insurance or guarantees from the federal government of the payment of any
bonds or parts thereof issued by an authority, including the power to pay
premiums on any such insurance; to rent or sell and to agree to rent or sell
dwellings forming part of the housing projects to or for persons of low
income. Where an agreement or option is made to sell a dwelling to a person
of low income, the authority may convey the dwelling to the person upon
fulfillment of the agreement irrespective of whether the person is at the time
of the conveyance a person of low income. Leases, options, agreements or
conveyances may include such covenants as the authority deems appropriate to
assure the achievement of the objectives of this chapter.
(e) To invest any funds held in reserves or sinking funds, or any funds
not required for immediate disbursement, in property or securities in which
banks may legally invest funds, subject to the control of the housing
authority; to purchase its own bonds at a price not more than the principal
amount thereof and accrued interest, and all bonds so purchased shall be
cancelled.
(f) Within its area of operation: to investigate into living, dwelling
and housing conditions and into the means and methods of improving such
conditions; to determine where slum areas exist or where there is a shortage
of adequate, safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations for persons of low
income; to make studies and recommendations relating to the problem of
clearing, replanning and reconstruction of slum areas and the problem of
providing dwelling accommodations for persons of low income, and to cooperate
with the city, the county, the state or any political subdivision thereof in
action taken in connection with such problems; and to engage in research,
studies and experimentation on the subject of housing.
(g) Acting through one (1) or more commissioners or other person or
persons designated by the authority, to conduct examinations and
investigations and to hear testimony and take proof, under oath, at public or
private hearings on any matter material for its information; to administer
oaths, issue subpoenas requiring attendance of witnesses or the production of
books and papers, and to issue commissions for the examination of witnesses
who are outside of the state or unable to attend before the authority, or
excused from attendance; to make available, to appropriate agencies (including
those charged with the duty of abating or requiring the correction of
nuisances or like conditions, or of demolishing unsafe or insanitary
structures within its area of operation), its findings and recommendations
with regard to any building or property where conditions exist which are
dangerous to the public health, morals, safety or welfare.
(h) To make, purchase, participate in, invest in, take assignments of, or
otherwise acquire loans to persons of low income to enable them to acquire,
construct, reconstruct, rehabilitate, improve, lease or refinance their
dwellings, and to take such security therefor as is deemed necessary and
prudent by the authority.
(i) To make, purchase, participate in, invest in, take assignments of, or
otherwise acquire loans for the acquisition, construction, reconstruction,
rehabilitation, improvement, leasing or refinancing of land, buildings or
developments for housing for persons of low income. For purposes of this
subsection, development shall include either land or buildings or both.
(j) Any housing project shall be subject to the requirement that the
dwelling units made available to persons of low income together with
functionally related and subordinate facilities shall occupy at least thirty
percent (30%) of the interior space of any individual building other than a
detached single-family or duplex residential building or mobile or
manufactured home and shall occupy at least fifty percent (50%) of the total
number of units in the development or at least fifty percent (50%) of the
total number of units in the development, whichever produces the greater
number of units for persons of low income. For mobile home parks, the mobile
home lots made available to persons of low income shall be at least fifty
percent (50%) of the total number of mobile home lots in the park.
(k) To exercise all or any part or combination of powers herein granted.

50-1909 - DONATIONS TO HOUSING AUTHORITY Any city or county, in which a
housing authority has been created, shall have the power, from time to time,
to lend or donate money to such authority or to agree to take such action;
provided, however, that when a housing authority has the money available
therefore it shall make reimbursement for all such loans made of it.

50-1913 - RENTALS AND TENANT SELECTION In the operation or management of
housing projects, an authority shall at all times observe the following duties
with respect to rentals and tenant selection:
(a) it may rent or lease the dwelling accommodations therein only to
persons of low income and at rentals within the financial reach of such
persons of low income;
(b) it may rent or lease dwelling accommodations consisting of the number
of rooms, but no greater number, which it deems necessary to provide safe and
sanitary accommodations to the proposed occupants thereof without
overcrowding; and
(c) it shall not accept any person as a tenant in any housing project, if
the person or persons who would occupy the dwelling accommodations have an
annual net income in excess of five (5) times, the annual rental of the
quarters to be furnished such person or persons, except that in the case of
families with three (3) or more minor dependents, such ratio shall not exceed
six (6) to one (1). In computing the rental for the purpose of selecting
tenants, there shall be included in the rental the average annual cost, as
determined by the authority, to occupants of heat, water, electricity, gas,
cooking range and other necessary services or facilities, whether or not the
charge for such services and facilities is in fact included in the rental.
Nothing contained in this or the preceding section shall be construed as
limiting the power of authority to vest, in an obligee, the right, in the
event of a default by the authority, to take possession, during the period of
such default, of a housing project or cause the appointment of a receiver
thereof, free from all the restrictions imposed by this or the preceding
section.

50-1914 - EMINENT DOMAIN An authority shall have the right to acquire, by
the exercise of the power of eminent domain, any real property which it may
deem necessary for its purposes under this act after the adoption of a
resolution declaring that the acquisition of the real property described
therein is necessary for such purposes. An authority may exercise the power of
eminent domain in the manner provided in title 7, chapter 7, Idaho Code, and
acts amendatory thereof or supplementary thereto; or it may exercise the power
of eminent domain in the manner provided by any other applicable statutory
provisions for the exercise of the power of eminent domain. Property already
devoted to a public use may be acquired in like manner, provided that no real
property belonging to the city, the state or any political subdivision thereof
may be acquired without its consent.

50-1916 - BONDS An authority shall have power to issue bonds, from time
to time, in its discretion, for any of its corporate purposes. An authority
shall also have power to issue refunding bonds for the purpose of paying or
retiring bonds previously issued by it. In order to carry out the purposes of
sections 50-1901 through 50-1927, Idaho Code, an authority may issue, upon
proper resolution, bonds on which the principal and interest are payable: (a)
exclusively from the income and revenue of a housing project financed with the
proceeds of such bonds, or (b) exclusively from such income and revenues
together with grants and contributions from the federal government or other
source in aid of such project, or (c) from all or part of its revenues or
assets generally. Any such bonds may be additionally secured by a pledge of
any income or revenues of the authority, or a mortgage of any housing project,
projects or other property of the authority. Any pledge made by the authority
shall be valid and binding from the time when the pledge is made and recorded;
the revenues, moneys or property so pledged and thereafter received by the
authority shall immediately be subject to the lien of the pledge without any
physical delivery thereof or further act, and the lien of any such pledge
shall be valid and binding as against all parties having claims of any kind in
tort, contract or otherwise against the authority, irrespective or whether the
parties have notice thereof.
Neither the commissioners of any authority nor any person executing the
bonds shall be liable personally on the bonds by reason of the issuance
thereof. The bonds and other obligations of an authority shall state on their
face that they shall not be a debt of the city, the county, the state nor any
political subdivision thereof and neither the city, the county, the state nor
any political subdivision thereof shall be liable thereon, nor in any event
shall such bonds or obligations be payable out of any funds other than those
of said authority. Bonds of an authority are declared to be issued for an
essential public and governmental purpose and to be public instrumentalities
and, together with interest thereon and income therefrom, shall be exempt from
taxes.

50-1921 - FILING OF MINUTES OF MEETINGS AND REPORTS (1) An authority
shall file a copy of the minutes of all meetings with the city clerk within
ten (10) days after their approval by the authority.
(2) At least once a year, an authority shall file a report with the city
clerk of its activities for the preceding year, and shall make recommendations
with reference to such additional legislation or other action as it deems
necessary in order to carry out the purposes of this act.
(3) An authority shall file with the clerk a copy of the authority's
financial reports, any claims and causes of action against the authority, the
authority's employee policy handbooks and any changes, modifications, or
deletions to the handbooks.

50-1923 - AID FROM FEDERAL GOVERNMENT In addition to the powers conferred
upon an authority by other provisions of this act, an authority is empowered
to borrow money or accept contributions, grants or other financial assistance
from the federal government for or in aid of any housing project within its
area of operation, to take over or lease or manage any housing project or
undertaking constructed or owned by the federal government, and to these ends,
to comply with such conditions and to make such trust indentures, leases or
agreements as may be necessary, convenient or desirable. It is the purpose and
intent of this act to authorize every authority to do any and all things
necessary or desirable to secure the financial aid or cooperation of the
federal government in the undertaking[,] construction, maintenance or
operation of any housing project by such authority.

